
PASTOR’S POST 
At the end of last month’s Worship 101, I 

touched briefly on how a congregation’s worship 

space reflects their theology. This month I want 

to briefly describe what worship looked like in 

Old Testament times by first looking at the Isra-

elite’s worship space(s). 

Before the time of Moses, there are several in-

stances in which we see people worshiping God, 

particularly by offering sacrifices (e.g., Gen 4:3-

4, 8:20, 15:9-10); however, we do not see corpo-

rate worship until the Israelites gather around Mt. 

Sinai. And before the Lord descends on Sinai, He 

tells Moses: “You shall set boundaries for the peo-

ple all around the mountain. Tell them: ‘Be careful 

that you do not go up onto the mountain or touch 

the edge of it.’ Whoever touches the mountain 

must certainly be put to death” (Exo 19:12ff). No-

tice how the people are to be gathered at the moun-

tain but not on the mountain. Later, we learn that 

only certain representatives of the people are al-

lowed on the mountain, namely, Moses and a 

group of elders (Exo 24:1-11). And, of these rep-

resentatives, only Moses is allowed to approach 

the Lord the closest (v. 12-18).  

So, what we have here, in effect, are “concen-

tric circles of holiness.” In the outer circle is where 

the people are; 

within that circle 

are the representa-

tives of the people; 

and in the center 

circle is a single 

person who is al-

lowed to approach 

the closest to the 

holiness of God. 

And what’s fascinating is that these concentric cir-

cles of holiness are repeated throughout the Old 

Testament and later into Christian sanctuaries.  

You see, before the Israelites leave Sinai, the 

Lord has them construct the Tabernacle, which be-

comes their primary place of worship for the next 

several centuries (see diagram on the next page). 

The people of God are only allowed to congregate 

in the Outer Court; the priests are allowed inside 

the Tabernacle, but only in the Holy Place; lastly, 

only the High Priest is allowed to enter the Holy of 

Holies (i.e., the Most Holy Place), in which the 

Ark of the Covenant rests. This same pattern con-

tinues during the time of the Temple: the people 

gather outside before the Temple, only the priests 

enter the Holy Place, and only the High Priest en-

ters the Holy of Holies. Later, when the Christian 

Church was established, these “concentric circles 

of holiness” continued: the people gather in the 

sanctuary, but only the servants are allowed in the 

chancel (the area near and around the altar) and 

only the priest (or pastor, or bishop) can be at the 

altar consecrating the bread and wine for Holy 

Communion. 

Of course, there were many other features of 

Old Testament worship as well. The one people 
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think about 

most are the 

sacrifices. 

Primarily de-

scribed in the 

book of Le-

viticus, the 

system of 

sacrifices in-

cluded guilt 

offerings, 

burnt offer-

ings, whole 

burnt offering, peace offerings, etc., that consisted 

of animals, food, or incense. The purposes of the 

sacrifices were complex and depended on what 

was offered and why. For instance, a peace offer-

ing could be a bull, sheep or goat (Lev 3), but the 

animal remains were treated differently for differ-

ent reasons: if offered in thanksgiving for God’s 

generosity, foods were presented with the offering 

but the offeror received back meat to eat on the day 

of the sacrifice; if offered for a fulfilled vow, the 

meat could be eaten within two days after the sac-

rifice (Lev 7:11-18). 

The most significant sacrifices, however, were 

for the atonement of sin. Whenever a person (or 

the people corporately) sinned, they violated 

God’s holy Law and broke their relationship with 

Him; and, as punishment, they deserved to receive 

His wrath – death. But God instituted a sacrifice 

that atoned for that sin (i.e., put the person & God 

“at one” with each other) by having the sacrifice 

stand in the person’s place (Lev 1:1-5; 16:1-22). In 

other words, the animal died instead of the person 

(or the people). This substitutionary sacrifice, un-

fortunately, was imperfect because it only gave a 

temporary atonement, so sacrifices had to be made 

constantly. Only in Jesus Christ do we find a Lamb 

whose sacrifice has made a permanent atonement 

for sin when He died in our place (Eph 2:13-16; 

Heb 9:1-14). For an excellent explanation of the 

atonement, go to TheBibleProject.com and look 

for the “Sacrifice & Atonement” video in the 

“Themes” section. 

Another feature of OT worship was music. The 

psalms were the hymnbook for the Israelites and 

they were frequently sung in worship. You have 

probably even noticed when reading the psalms 

that they have musical directions, like “A song of 

ascents” (e.g. Ps 120), “A song of praise” (Ps 145), 

or “To the choirmaster: with stringed instru-

ments…A Song” (Ps 76). 

We also learn in the OT that the reading of 

Scripture played an important role. In Nehemiah, 

for example, we see God’s people reverently and 

attentively listening to Ezra read from God’s 

Word, followed by its interpretation, that is, a ser-

mon (Neh 8:1-8). 

This, of course, is not an exhaustive descrip-

tion of what worship was like in the Old Testa-

ment, but I hope you’ve picked up on the many 

similarities and traditions we employ today that 

have links in what the Israelites did so long ago.  

Next month, we’ll take a look at worship in the 

New Testament! 

Peace be with y’all, 

 

                   



 

 
Greetings Women of the ELCA: 

We were a small group for our 1st General 

Meeting of 2020 on Jan 8th, but we had a 

good evening and took care of some business 

too. The proposed budget was approved, 

along with motions to purchase another new 

stove ($1300) and give our Thankoffering 

($500) to the Youth Mission Trip Fund.  

Also, for them to have while traveling, a care 

package will be put together with donated 

items such as a 1st aid kit and snacks. 

The Valentine Tea will be on Saturday, 

February 15 from 2:00-4:00 PM. Rita Ellen-

son will take the lead on the committee 

which includes Sonya Walker and me. Any-

one interested in helping out should contact 

Rita. A ‘Yes’ will be appreciated if you’re 

asked to bring food or help out in the kitchen 

that day – we can’t do it without you! Also 

if you have any tea cup sets that you’d be 

willing to have used, please have them to the 

church before the tea. 

Our Salad Supper is on May 6th and there 

will be themed tables. Watch the bulletin 

board in April for a signup sheet. It’s also a 

Mother, Daughter, Aunt, Niece, Grama, 

Granddaughter, etc event. It was discussed 

and we will not hold a business meeting, un-

less something needs to be taken care of. 

I’ve got a Bible Verse calendar for this 

year – February’s verse is: “I will open rivers 

in high places, and fountains in the midst of 

the valleys” (Isaiah 41:18). 

         Love, Peace, Happiness &  

         God’s Blessings 

               Nancy Peterson 

                WELCA President 

 

 

 
In Our Prayers 

Denny & Ellen Nosbish, Baby Simon, Andy 

Eckhoff, Carolyn Jorud, Perry Fosse, Ruby 

Reiter, Nancy Oseien, and the family of 

Randy Clark (Pr. Keith’s brother-in-law). 

 

 

Serving in February 

Ryan & Abby Emter, Richard & Norma 

Haugdahl, Lila Johnston, Kevin & Lori 

Klever, Jim & Sandy Maloney, Pat & Trista 

Morstad & family, Doug & Diane Thorson, 

Ron & Terri Torgerson, Courtney Torg-

erson, Jon Torkelson. 

 

 

   MEN’S BREAKFAST 

February 1 @ 8 AM 

In the Fellowship Hall 

All men are welcome to come enjoy fel-

lowship over a free hot breakfast. 

Repeats every first Saturday of the month! 

 

 

 

CORRECTION 

In your 2020 Annual Booklet for Family Ser-

vice Groups & WELCA Circles, for the July 

service group, Sarah Ebeling was inadvert-

ently underlined as a group co-leader. Jerry 

Clovning should be underlined instead. 



WELCOME TO 

THE CHURCH FAMILY! 

On January 19, we welcomed three new 

members into the congregation. You can up-

date your photo directory with their contact 

info below (though they are in the directory 

at the end of your 2019 Annual Report): 

 
Toby Curtis 

 

 

Service Group: April 

 
Jay & Deb Hutson 

 

 

Service Group: June 

 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE 

There will be 2 services on 

Ash Wednesday: 

11AM & 7 PM 
See more in next column→ 

 
If you would like a copy of the 2019 

Annual Report but can’t find one, please 

tell the Church Office so we can print one 

for you! 

 

Introducing our 

2020 Lenten Theme: 

 
During Lent this year, we will 

examine a different road sign and 

the meaning it has for us in this 

season of repentance and prepa-

ration for the celebration of the 

Resurrection. 

Begins Ash Wednesday 

February 26 @ 11AM & 7PM 



 
Look for the sign above in our church 

library where you will find some of Pr. 

Keith’s books that you can check out and 

read. There’s a small selection now, but 

there’s more to come.  

Here’s one of the books available 

from one of Pastor’s seminary professors: 

Lutherans in America: A New History by 

Mark Granquist (2015) – “In this lively 

and engaging new history, Granquist 

brings to light not only the varied and fas-

cinating institutions that Lutherans 

founded and sustained but the people that 

lived within them. The result is a gener-

ous, human history that tells a complete 

story — not only 

about politics 

and policies but 

also the piety and 

the practical ex-

periences of the 

Lutheran men 

and women who 

lived and worked 

in the American 

context.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sorry for the bad formatting last month! 

Here are all the numbers for Oct-Dec 

October 2018 

Date   Attendance Contributions 

10/7   99    $3,013.00 

10/14   130   $2,263.00 

10/21   107   $1,386.00 

10/28    120   $1,585.00 

  

Total Attendance   456 

Average Attendance  114 

Total Contributions   $8,247.00 

Per Capita Giving  $18.09 

Weekly Avg.    $2,061.75 

 

 

 

 

November 2018 

Date   Attendance Contributions 

11/4   77    $2,040.00 

11/11   74    $2,233.00 

11/18   116   $2,608.00 

11/25    86    $1,938.00 

  

Total Attendance   353 

Average Attendance  88.25 

Total Contributions   $8,819.00 

Per Capita Giving  $24.98 

Weekly Avg.    $2,204.75 

 

 

 

December 2018 

Date  Attendance Contributions 

12/2   100  $1,958.00 

12/9   84   $1,313.00 

12/16   150  $3,550.00 

12/23   114  $4,285.00 

12/30   77   $1,730.00 

Total Attendance    525 

Average Attendance    105 

Total Contributions   $12,836.00 

Per Capita Giving   $24.45 

Weekly Avg.     $2,567.20 

 

Non-Sunday services 

12/24    157  $2,026.85 

12/25   39   $374.00 

 

 

Giving reflects General Fund & Loose Offering 

 

October 2019 

Date   Attendance Contributions 

10/6   98    $3,284.00 

10/13   92    $9,268.71 

10/20   74    $1,167.00 

10/27    87    $1,947.00 

  

Total Attendance   351 

Average Attendance  87.75 

Total Contributions   $15,666.71 

Per Capita Giving  $44.51 

Weekly Avg.    $ 3,916.68 

YTD Weekly Avg.   $ 2,503.88 

Avg. weekly need to meet budget: $2,792.39 

 

 

November 2019 

Date   Attendance Contributions 

11/3   111   $3,555.00 

11/10   63    $3,600.89 

11/17   94    $1,506.00 

11/24    119   $2,402.00 

  

Total Attendance   387 

Average Attendance  96.75 

Total Contributions   $11,063.89 

Per Capita Giving  $28.59 

Weekly Avg.    $ 2,765.97 

YTD Weekly Avg.   $ 2,526.67 

Avg. weekly need to meet budget: $2,792.39 

 

December 2018 

Date  Attendance Contributions 

12/1   43   $1572.00 

12/8   110  $4981.00 

12/15   166  $2282.00 

12/22   100  $5642.00 

12/29   Cancelled 

Total Attendance    419 

Average Attendance    104.75 

Total Contributions   $14,477.00 

Per Capita Giving   $34.55 

Weekly Avg.     $3619.25 

YTD Weekly Avg.   $2,513.53 

 

Non-Sunday services 

12/24    163  $1909.00  

12/25   41   (both services) 

Avg. weekly need to meet budget: $2,792.39 



Good Shepherd Lutheran Church – February 2020 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

      1 8:00 Men’s 

Breakfast in 

Fellowship Hall 

2 WHITE 

9:00 Education 

10:00 Worship w/ 

  Holy Communion 

11:00 Fellowship 

3 

8:00 Exercise* 

4 

9:30 Bible Study 

   Believe Ch 16 

 

5  

8:00 Exercise 

3:30 Confirmation 

 

6 

 

 

 

7 

8:00 Exercise 

 

 

8 

 

 

 

9 GREEN 

Food Shelf & Coin 

Clanger 

9:00 Education 

10:00 Worship 

11:00 Fellowship 

11:00 Choir 

10 

8:00 Exercise 

 

11 

9:30 Bible Study 

   Believe Ch 17 

12 CIRCLE DAY 

8:00 Exercise 

3:30 Confirmation 

 

13 

 

14 

8:00 Exercise 

 

15 

2p-4p WELCA 

Valentine’s Tea 

16 GREEN 

9:00 Education 

10:00 Worship 

11:00 Fellowship 

11:00 Choir 

17 

8:00 Exercise 

Newsletter Articles 

   Due in Office 

18 

9:30 Bible Study 

   Believe Ch 18 

19 

8:00 Exercise 

3:30 Confirmation 

 

20 

9:30 QUILTING 

DAY 

 

21 

8:00 Exercise 

22 

23 WHITE 

9:00 Education 

10:00 Worship w/ 

  Holy Communion 

24 

8:00 Exercise 

25  

9:30 Bible Study 

   Believe Ch 19 

5pm-6:30pm 

FAT TUESDAY 

PANCAKE 

SUPPER! 

 

26 

8:00 Exercise 

11:00 ASH 

WEDNESDAY 

3:30 Confirmation 

7:00 ASH 

WEDNESDAY 

 

27 28 29 

Leap Day! 

 

     NOTES: 

*Exercise is held at the Henning Senior Citizen Building (501 Front St.) 
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